Cardiothoracic ratio in Nigerian newborn infants.
Cardiothoracic ratio was calculated from measurements made on the frontal radiographs of 172 normal (appropriate for gestational age) Nigerian newborn infants. The normal ratio was compared with those of 30, 32 and 42 neonates with respiratory distress syndrome, birth asphyxia and parenchymal lung disease respectively. The ratio for normal neonates was 49.12%. It was however significantly increased in respiratory distress syndrome (51.18%) and asphyxia (50.81%). The cardiothoracic ratio values obtained in this study are lower than those in Caucasian newborn infants.